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Our School 
The Cottage School, a non-sectarian, independent school, was established in 1975 in Queen Street, 
Bellerive on the eastern shore of the Derwent River in Hobart. Bellerive provides a village environment 
with many opportunities for off-site activities and experiences in close proximity to the school. 
 
The student population is drawn from both local areas and more distant suburbs of Hobart and has 
grown from a single cottage with one group of children to three adjoining cottages and outdoor areas 
with five groups. The ‘homelike’ environment has been maintained and reflects the school’s ethos of 
providing a safe, non-competitive, adaptable learning environment for children from Kinder to Grade 
six. 
 
Excursions and outdoor activities are an important part of our total learning program. Camps, held in 
2013 at Far South Wilderness Lodge, Spring Beach Youth Camp, Mayfield and Orana, provided many 
opportunities for direct learning experiences as well as promoting independence and responsibility. 
 
The school recognises and respects the different pace and learning styles of children. These are 
accommodated by flexibility in class groups and curriculum delivery to nurture children and enable 
them to develop as individuals and move on to high school as confident, caring, resilient young people 
who are enthusiastic and independent learners able to adapt to a changing world. The school is 
committed to providing a good quality educational environment by providing professional 
development opportunities for staff. 
 
Funding is primarily provided by Government grants and fee income, supplemented by fund raising 
efforts. 
 



Our Staff 
In 2013 we welcomed Michelle and Pam to the teaching staff bringing the number of teachers to 2 Co-
ordinators and 3 Class Teachers, a part time Health and Physical Education Teacher, a part time 
French Teacher, a part time Music Teacher, a part time Science Teacher, 5 part time Teacher’s Aides, a 
full time Business Manager, a part time Cooked Lunch Co-ordinator and a part time Cleaner. Pam 
resigned from the Kinder Teacher position at the end of term 2 and the position was offered to Steph, 
who has worked at the school for over 10 years. All teachers are registered with the Teachers 
Registration Board. The average teaching staff attendance for the year was 98.6%. 
 
Our Committee 
The Cottage School has no Principal and is run by a Committee made up of two teachers and 
democratically elected members of The Cottage School Association. The Committee is assisted by 
several subcommittees and working parties whose members are volunteers from the parent body. In 
2013 the Committee members were: 
 
President:   Michelle Folder 
Vice President:   Tim Short 
Secretary:   Jonathan Bedloe 
Committee Members:  Tom Barnes    Lesley Gardner 
    Kath Windfeld-Petersen  Gillian Mee 
    Anne Knibbe    Jane Patel 
    Bettina Donaldson   Vanessa Cueff 
 

There was no Treasurer in 2013. 

 

Work Health and Safety 

In 2013 there were 16 Incident Reports (up from 14 in 2012) and 11 Hazard Reports (up from 5 in 2012). 
No incidents were reported to WorkCover. 
 
During the year, ten staff members completed CPR Refresher, First Aid Management of Anaphylaxis 
and Emergency Asthma Management, three staff members attended a manual handling training 
session, a volunteer attended Safe Systems of Work and six staff members and eleven volunteers 
completed on-line VOCAM Safety TV training modules. All members of the Committee undertook 
Officer Training. The total WHS professional development expenditure was $1,871.18. 
 
 



School Satisfaction 
Parents, students and employees were surveyed in term 4 2013. Staff indicated overall satisfaction and parents indicated high levels of overall 
satisfaction with the school in 2013. The results of the 2013 Parent Satisfaction Survey are shown below: 
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Our Students 
Student Attendance 

In 2013 there were 68 primary students and 12 Kinder students. There were ten Grade 6 Leavers at the 
end of the year. The average student attendance was 92.9%. 
 

Student Outcomes in National Testing in 2013 

The Australian Government sets National Minimum Standards for reading, writing and numeracy at 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The figures below are statistics derived from estimates only based on students who 
sat the literacy and numeracy monitoring tests. They show the average NAPLAN scores for each 
domain for the last four years. All statistics, especially those derived from estimates and from small 
populations such as The Cottage School, should be interpreted with caution. 
 

Year 3  
 

Reading Writing Spelling Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Numeracy 

2013 The Cottage School 466 399 423 446 446 
National Average 419 416 411 428 397 

2012 The Cottage School 404 415 375 397 409 
National Average 420 416 414 424 396 

2011 The Cottage School 440 456 431 443 497 
National Average 416 416 406 421 398 

2010 The Cottage School 469 410 403 472 448 
National Average 414 419 399 417 395 

2009 The Cottage School 460 420 431 437 396 
National Average 411 414 405 420 394 

 
 

Year 5  Reading Writing Spelling Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Numeracy 

2013 The Cottage School 496 450 474 504 472 
National Average 502 478 494 501 486 

2012 The Cottage School 540 501 476 520 515 
National Average 494 477 495 491 489 

2011 The Cottage School 545 485 528 560 503 
National Average 488 483 484 499 488 

2010 The Cottage School 563 480 490 533 559 
National Average 487 485 487 500 489 

2009 The Cottage School 516 497 508 526 554 
National Average 494 485 487 500 487 

 
Colour Codes: 

 Substantially above the national average   Below the national average 
 Above the national average   Substantially below the national average 
 Close to the national average    



School Recurrent Income broken down by funding source 

Fees:     49.3% 
State Government Grants:  12.4% 
Commonwealth Government Grants: 37.9% 
Other:     10.4% 
Total Income for 2013:   $947,511 
 

 
 
These figures are inclusive of Kindergarten Income, whereas information on the My School website 
excludes Kindergarten Income. More information about NAPLAN results and school income can be 
found on the My School website at www.myschool.edu.au 
 
 
Friends of Cottage School (FOCS) 

Parents contribute to the school through the fundraising arm known as FOCS. The main fundraisers in 
2013 were the School Fair held in November, which raised $16,034.43 and the Garden Markets held 
regularly throughout the year, which raised $1,589.10. 
 
FOCS funds have been put aside annually for the purchase of a bus. The amount accumulated to 
December 2013 was $40,000. 

http://www.myschool.edu.au/

























