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      Goals for Our Students 
 

We believe that by working in small groups in a non-competitive, family atmosphere, our students will 
become confident, caring, competent, co-operative individuals able to adapt in a changing world. 
 
We believe that they will be caring about themselves and aware of their feelings. They will be caring of 
others, tolerant of differences and beliefs. They will care for their belongings and the belongings of others. 
They will care for the environment and be aware of their role in society. 
 
We believe that our students will have the skills to be co-operative with their friends, their classmates and 
with adults with whom they work. 
 
We believe that our students will have the skills to be competent. 

 

 They will develop competencies in basic skills 

 They will have strategies for finding out and reporting information 

 They will develop skills in various thinking modes 

 They will develop competencies in a range of physical skills 

 They will develop aesthetically, learning to appreciate literature, media and music 

 They will grow creatively and technologically 

 They will be competent in daily living skills and be able to carry out daily living tasks. 
 
We believe also that our students will be confident: confident to express themselves, to make 

decisions, to make mistakes, to accept challenges, to take responsibility for their safety and their actions. 
 
With the school supporting families and families supporting the school, we believe that our students will be 
competent, co-operative, caring persons, confident to learn and go forth. 
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Child Development Statements 

 
Intellectual Development 
 

The academic program is designed to maintain children's love of learning and spirit of enquiry. It is 
meaningful, relevant and where possible, practical. 
 
Learning occurs in an unpressured, stimulating environment. We allow children to develop at their own 
pace and we respect different learning styles. 
 
We recognise that it is important to develop different modes of thinking.   
We want children to be able to: - 

 Pose good questions 

 Generate a range of possible solutions 

 Make reasonable decisions 

 Choose appropriate strategies 

 Critically evaluate 

 Reflect on the ways they have solved a problem. 
Good thinking skills help children to become self directed learners who take responsibility for their own 
learning. 
 
We understand that learning is sequential and practise is necessary. 
We acknowledge that parents, teachers and peers are powerful models. 
Curriculum documents are available, updated and presented to the Government Registration Board. 
 
The academic program is in line with the National Guidelines. 
Grade 3 and Grade 5 children complete National Testing and throughout the school children's progress is 
carefully monitored. 
Reporting to parents happens informally throughout the year when necessary and formally for all children 
in Term 2. This oral reporting allows opportunities for parents and teachers to discuss the children's 
progress. At the end of the year children receive a short positive written precis. 
 
 

Social Development 
 

Success in all areas of life is linked to confidence and social competence 
 
Social development is nurtured through: -  

 Play 

 Cooperative learning situations 

 Games 

 Mixed age grouping 

 Drama 

 Camps 

 Parent participation. 
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Small groups at Cottage School enable children to work with different ages. 
There is specific teaching of social skills and parents are asked to support each unit of work in this area. 
At all times we expect children to interact positively. 
As with other areas of development we recognise there are individual differences and some children need 
extra help. At times it may be necessary to liaise more closely with parents. 
 

Emotional Development 
 

We nurture emotional development by :- 

 Recognising that self esteem is vital to well being 

 Providing a positive, caring, challenging and stimulating environment. 
 

Individual talent and effort is acknowledged.  
Small groups, catering for individual needs, enable children to succeed.  
All children participate in all activities and the variety of activities offered provide different opportunities for 
success. 
We recognise the importance of self expression through the arts to emotional well being. 
Ample opportunities for play provide a means for expressing emotions, understanding the self, others and 
the world they live in. 
There are times when specific lessons teach children to feel comfortable with talking about their feelings. 
Opportunities are taken to help children empathise but also to deal with inappropriate behaviour from 
others. 
Parents, staff and children have written a supportive school document. 
 
 

Physical Development 
 

Physical Development is nurtured through a range of physical activities. Skills and game sessions are 
held throughout the week and during the year all children participate in a range of activities such as bike 
days, swimming, dance, environment days and camps. 
We aim to help children understand the importance of physical fitness and develop in them an interest that 
they will carry through life. 
The older children participate in a variety of activities such as surfing, abseiling, squash, golf, table tennis 
and lawn bowls. 
As with other areas of the curriculum everyone participates. We expect the children to 'have a go' and 
support each other.  The school doesn't field sports teams but many Cottage School children join outside 
clubs. 
 
 

Health 
 

Our program has been designed to help children know and care for themselves. On a two yearly rotation 
we employ the skills of Family Planning to talk about aspects of growing up. 
The school has a Supportive School Environment policy and a nutrition and hygiene policy. 
 
 
Nutrition 
 

Our food policy is very different from other schools. It is about sharing nutritious food, expanding our 
tastes and learning practical skills in preparation. We share fruit at morning break, wholemeal sandwiches 
and salad at lunch and we drink water. Once a week we involve small groups of children in shopping and 
preparing lunch for the whole school. On special occasions and working bees parents and children come 
together and share a meal. 
 
 

Cultural Studies 
 

Cultural studies help children to know the world, acknowledging different cultures and appreciating their 
heritage. It is not limited to time slots but permeates all learning. French is the language that is taught. 
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Aesthetic Awareness / Creativity 
 

Children's aesthetic awareness is enhanced by learning in pleasant surroundings with carefully chosen 
equipment and books. 
Self expression is fostered through art, drama, dance and play. 
Creativity is an important mode of thinking which permeates the whole curriculum. 

Values 
 

 The Cottage School is a non-denominational school with no religious affiliation. There is an 
expectation that children, staff and parents will respect the values and beliefs of others 

 We seek to educate children to appreciate and be interested in a wide diversity of religions, cultures 
and beliefs 

 We aim to minimise the commercialisation of festivals 

 There is provision for joint decisions and consultation by coordinators and other teaching staff for 
involvement in any festivals, celebrations and activities. 

 
 
 

Special Activities 
 

Camps  
  
The advantages of camps are numerous.  As well as providing opportunities for learning and expanding 
children’s horizons, children learn to be adaptable and responsible. Grades 2 - 6 children go three times a 
year, while Prep and Grade 1 children go to camp in November. The first experience away is in a homely 
atmosphere and Preps stay for one or two nights. By the time they are in the Primary years we expect that 
they will have three nights away - sometimes this will be in a tent. 
 

Environment Days 
 
Every fortnight the children have excursions (Environment Days).  The Kinders, Preps and Grade 1 go out 
for half a day and the older children go for the whole day. 
Environment Days are important to all areas of the curriculum as they provide opportunities for children to 
learn through direct experience. They provide opportunities for play, stimulate children's imagination and 
give them an appreciation of the natural world. 
The school bus makes Environment Days possible.  The bus is equipped with seat belts and is regularly 
inspected by the Transport Commission.  The Health and Safety policy outlines guidelines for camps and 
Environment Days. 
 
 


